
DECAN WALK 

Aries Decan II  ·  3 of Wands  ·  Virtue 

10°–20° Aries  ·  March 31–April 9  ·  Cardinal Fire  ·  Two rulership systems 

 

PROGRESSION FROM DECAN I 

Decan I - Mars / Mars 
2 of Wands 
Dominion. Full potency at the threshold. The will 
before its first move. 

 Decan II - Sun / Sun 
3 of Wands 
Virtue. The illuminated direction. The ships on 
the water below. 

 

TWO RULERSHIP SYSTEMS 

CHALDEAN 
Sun 
2nd face of the zodiac. The Sun arrives after 
Mars’s opening statement of pure will - now the 
illuminating intelligence that gives direction to 
what the will desires. The Sun in fire is not 
background warmth but the active, outward-
moving light that reveals where the wands are 
pointing and why. 

 SIGN SEQUENCE 
Sun 
Decan II = ruler of the second fire sign (Leo). The 
Sun rules Leo, and at Aries Decan II it brings 
Leo’s quality of radiant self-expression into the 
first fire sign’s arc. Where Mars initiated, the Sun 
illuminates. The direction becomes visible. The 
ships on the horizon name it. 

 

The second complete convergence - Sun in both systems 

Aries Decan I brought Mars in both systems. Aries Decan II brings the Sun in both. The 
zodiac’s first two decans give the walk its two most unambiguous convergences back to 
back - an extraordinary opening sequence that establishes cardinal fire’s essential nature: 
pure will (Mars) then illuminated direction (Sun). 

Where Mars at Decan I was the sovereign awareness of creative potency, the Sun at Decan 
II is the intelligence that gives that potency its specific direction. The will has moved. The 
ships are on the water. The direction has been chosen, and the Sun’s light reveals both 
where the figure is going and why it matters. 

 

 

WHAT “VIRTUE” MEANS - THE THOTH TITLE 

Virtue as the excellence of illuminated action 

Virtue in the Thoth tradition does not mean moral rectitude. It carries the older sense of the 
Latin virtus: excellence, potency, the specific quality of a thing fully and rightly expressed. A 
sword has virtue when it is sharp and well-balanced. A fire has virtue when it burns cleanly 
and with direction. 

The Sun’s virtue in Aries is the excellence of the fire that has found its purpose - not the raw 
potency of Decan I but the directed, illuminated action of a will that now knows where it is 



going and moves with clarity and confidence. The ships in the 3 of Wands are already 
underway. The decision has been made. The Sun shines on what has been committed to. 

For facilitation: Virtue invites reflection on the quality of one’s current direction - not whether 
it is morally correct but whether it is genuinely excellent, genuinely aligned with what the 
Sun in the participant illuminates as their most authentic creative purpose. 

 

 

THE ARIES ARC 

ARIES I · MARS/MARS 
2 of Wands 
Dominion. Potency at the threshold. 

 ARIES II · SUN/SUN 
3 of Wands 
Virtue. The illuminated direction. 

 ARIES III · VENUS/JUPITER 
4 of Wands 
Completion. The harvest of fire. 

 

Mars ignites, Sun illuminates, Venus and Jupiter complete 

The Aries arc moves through three planetary qualities in sequence: Mars’s uncompromised 
will (Decan I), the Sun’s illuminating intelligence (Decan II), and the relational beauty of 
Venus with the philosophical expansiveness of Jupiter (Decan III). Each stage builds on the 
last. The will without direction is mere force; the direction without completion is mere 
intention. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCES - TWO SYSTEMS 

Tarot card 3 of Wands (Virtue / Illuminated direction / The ships on the water) 

Chaldean ruler Sun - illuminating intelligence giving direction to Mars’s initiated will; 
the fire that reveals purpose 

Sign sequence Sun (rules Leo) - the second fire sign’s ruler bringing Leo’s radiant 
clarity into Aries’s arc 

Sign ruler Mars - always present as Aries’s ground; the will beneath the Sun’s 
illumination 

Element / Mode Cardinal Fire - the will now moving in an illuminated direction; the first 
fire purposefully committed 

Colors Warm amber-gold, the deep orange of fire with direction; the clear, 
warm light of purposeful midday 

Stones Sunstone, golden topaz (Sun); carnelian undertone (Mars still 
present); amber for the direction held 

Scent Warm frankincense, cedar, the clean smoke of purposeful fire - 
direction and clarity 

Time of day Midmorning - the day fully underway, the Sun high enough to 
illuminate but not yet at apex; momentum 

Body resonance The gaze at the horizon, now with ships visible; the posture of one 
who has chosen and is moving 



Season marker Late March into early April - spring fully committed; the world moving 
with clear direction after equinox 

Mythic figures Jason watching the Argo depart; the general who has committed the 
army; the explorer past the point of return 

Keywords Virtue, illuminated direction, the committed will, the ships underway, 
purpose made visible by the Sun 

 

 

CORE ENERGY 

The excellence of illuminated, committed 
action. Mars’s will has chosen its direction 
and the Sun now shines on that choice, 
revealing it clearly to both the figure and the 
world. The ships are underway. This is not 
the hesitancy of choosing but the clarity of 
having chosen well and moving with full 
creative authority. 

 SHADOW ASPECTS 

[Sun / Chaldean] The direction chosen for 
visibility rather than genuine purpose - the fire 
that performs rather than illuminates. [Sun / 
sign seq.] The Leo shadow in Aries: the need 
for recognition overwhelming the genuine 
creative direction; the ships sent out to be 
seen rather than to arrive somewhere real. 

 

 

THE CARD IMAGE - TWO SYSTEMS 

In the Rider-Waite tradition, a figure stands on a promontory holding one wand, two more 
planted behind them. They look out over a vast sea with ships moving on the water below. A 
globe or orb rests in their hand again - but now the ships are actually moving. 

 

1.  The ships on the water - the direction underway.  [Sun / Chaldean] The key difference 
from Decan I: at Decan I, the ships were potential. Here they are actual. The will has been 
committed. The Sun illuminates not only the figure’s awareness but the actual movement of 
what they have set in motion. 

2.  The figure holding one wand, two planted.  [Sun / sign seq.] The reversal from Decan 
I: there, two wands (one planted, one held) suggested direction still being chosen. Here, one 
is held and two are planted - the decision is more settled, the direction more firmly 
established. The Sun’s clarity in the commitment. 

3.  The vast horizon, now with movement on it.  [Sun / Chaldean] The same enormous 
landscape as Decan I, but now animated. Things are moving. The Sun makes motion 
visible. What the will set in motion at Decan I can now be seen, tracked, recognized as real 
and underway. 

4.  The figure’s posture: watching, not yet arrived.  [Sun / sign seq.] The 3 of Wands is 
not the arrival but the watching of the departure. There is a quality of held anticipation here - 
the direction is chosen, the ships are moving, but the destination has not yet been reached. 
The Sun illuminates the journey, not only the goal. 

 

 

STATION SCRIPT - SPOKEN ALOUD 



Let the gaze go further than it did at Decan I. The ships are on the water. Something is 
actually moving. Let the body register that. 

We move from the 2 of Wands to the 3 - from Dominion to Virtue. Mars gave the will its 
sovereignty. Now the Sun arrives in both systems, illuminating the direction that sovereignty 
has chosen. Both systems agree, without qualification: the Sun governs here. 

The figure in the 3 of Wands stands where the figure in the 2 stood, but now there are ships 
on the water. The will has moved. A direction has been committed to. The Sun shines on it 
and names it as excellent - not because it is morally correct but because it is genuinely 
aligned with the fire’s true nature. 

What direction has your will genuinely committed to - what have you set in motion that is 
now actually underway? And does the Sun illuminate it as genuinely excellent, genuinely 
aligned with your deepest creative purpose? 

The Thoth title Virtue carries the older meaning: the specific excellence of a thing rightly 
expressed. The Sun asks not whether your direction is safe or reasonable but whether it 
has virtue - whether it burns cleanly and with genuine purpose. 

 

 

SOMATIC PRACTICE - THE BODY IN ILLUMINATED MOTION 

1.  Let the gaze travel further.  From Decan I’s wide horizon gaze, let the eyes now 
actually track something - notice a specific point in the distance and hold it. This is the shift 
from Decan I to Decan II: from surveying possibility to tracking actual movement. 

2.  Sun: let the light in from above.  With the gaze tracking forward, let awareness come 
from above as well - the quality of sunlight illuminating both where you are going and why. 
The Sun in fire is not internal warmth but the active, external light that makes direction 
visible to others as well as yourself. 

3.  Feel the committed posture.  Notice the difference between the readiness of Decan I 
and the commitment of Decan II. Let the weight settle slightly more fully forward. The ships 
are underway. Something has been set in motion. Let the body acknowledge that it has 
actually moved. 

4.  Hold the quality of watching with purpose.  The figure watches the ships without 
pursuing them. The direction is chosen; the motion is happening; the figure’s role now is to 
hold the purpose clearly while the movement unfolds. Feel what it is to be the one who 
illuminates and holds the direction, not only the one who initiated it. 

 

 

REFLECTION PROMPTS - TWO SYSTEMS 

Let the Sun’s clarity speak. These prompts are about direction chosen and the excellence of 
commitment. 

 

• [Sun / Chaldean] What direction has your creative will genuinely committed to - what is 
actually underway, actually moving, the ships already on the water? 

• [Sun / sign seq.] Does the direction you have chosen have virtue in the older sense - is it 
genuinely excellent, genuinely aligned with your deepest creative purpose, or is it chosen 
for visibility rather than genuine fire? 



• [Sun / both] The Sun illuminates what is already moving. Can you see clearly what you 
have set in motion - its actual trajectory, not the trajectory you hoped for? 

• [Sun / both] Virtue is the specific excellence of a thing rightly expressed. Where in your 
current direction is that excellence most clearly present? Where is it still developing? 

• [All] The figure watches the ships without pursuing them. What does it mean to hold the 
direction with clarity and confidence, trusting the motion you have set in motion, without 
needing to control every detail of its arrival? 

 

 

JOURNAL SPACE 

Write from the illuminated will. Let the Sun reveal what is genuinely underway and what it 
means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving to Aries Decan III 

Aries Decan III brings the 4 of Wands - Completion in the Thoth tradition - and a beautiful 
shift in planetary quality. Where Decans I and II were governed by Mars and the Sun (pure 
will and illuminating intelligence), Decan III brings Venus (Chaldean) and Jupiter (sign 
sequence). The relational beauty of Venus and the philosophical expansiveness of Jupiter 
close the cardinal fire arc. 

The 4 of Wands is the harvest and celebration of what the Aries arc built: the first resting 
place of the zodiac year’s fire, the moment when what was initiated (Mars), given direction 
(Sun), and now completed (Venus/Jupiter) can be genuinely received and celebrated. The 
four wands form a canopy. The structure holds. 

 



Next: Aries Decan III  ·  4 of Wands  ·  Venus / Jupiter  ·  Completion 
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